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The Samarkand Returns to Normal After Jesusita Fire  

Santa Barbara, Calif., May 11, 1 p.m. Pacific Time—Residents and staff at The Samarkand in Santa Barbara breathed a sign of relief after being on high alert since the Jesusita fire broke out on Tuesday, May 5.

Campus operations have returned to normal, although a considerable effort is underway to clean up the substantial layer of ash and soot that coats the community. 

Samarkand Executive Director Paul Peterson praises heroic firefighters whose efforts on late Thursday and early Friday morning stopped the fire from crossing Foothill Road and spreading to the city. Peterson estimates the fire stopped about one mile from the campus.

Several of the approximately eight employees who had to evacuate, including one family of three, sheltered at The Samarkand. All returned to their homes over the weekend.
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